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sick. He will put no burdensome work upon thee, and thou
canst take a good rest. That is the way I did to-day.'
" The ox followed the advice of his companion. He
touched none of the food thrown to him. The master, sus-
pecting a ruse on the part of the ass, arose during the night,
went to the stable, and watched the ass cat his fill from the
manger belonging to the ox. He could not help laughing
out loud, which greatly amazed his wife, who, of course, had
noticed nothing out of the way. The master evaded her
questions. Something ludicrous had just occurred to him,
he said by way of explanation,
" For the sly trick played upon the ox, he determined to
punish the ass. He ordered the servant to let the ox rest for
the day, and make the ass do the work of both animals. At
evening the ass trudged into the stable tired and exhausted.
The ox greeted him with the words: { Brother, hast thou
heard aught of what our heartless masters purpose ?'
c Yes/ replied the ass, * I heard them speak of having thee
slaughtered, if thou shouldst refuse to eat this night, too.
They want to make sure of thy flesh at least,' Scarcely had
the ox heard the words of the ass when he threw himself
upon his food like a ravenous lion upon his prey. Not a
speck did he leave behind, and the master was suddenly
moved to uproarious laughter. This time his wife insisted
upon knowing the cause. In vain she entreated and suppli-
cated. She swore not to live with him any more if he did
not tell her why he laughed. The man loved her so devotedly
that he was ready to sacrifice his life to satisfy her whim,
but before taking leave of this world he desired to see his
friends and relations once more, and he invited them all to
his house.
" Meantime his dog was made aware of the master's
approaching end, and such sadness took possession of the
faithful beast that he touched neither food nor drink. The
cock, on the other hand, gaily appropriated the food in-
tended for the dog, and he and his wives enjoyed a banquet-
Outraged by such unfeeling behaviour, the dog said to the
cock: * How great is thy impudence, and how insignificant
thy modesty! Thy master is but a step from the grave, and
thou eatest and makfest merrv.' The cock's reolv was : ' Is